
 
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church                           July/August 2026 

JOSHUA at Sight and Sound Theater  
 

There are only eight (8) tickets left for Joshua: Be Strong and  
Courageous! now playing at the Sight and Sound Theater in Ronks, PA.  
Our Salem group will be attending the 3 pm performance on Saturday, 
November 7, 2026.  Our preferred seating is in the best section of the 
theater, and we will be seated all together.  The cost of each ticket is 
$98.  
 
If interested in attending this stunning new show, a sign-up sheet is 
available in the narthex to reserve these remaining ticket(s).  Please  

include your name, phone number and email address when signing up. 
 
Payment is due NO LATER THAN September 1, 2026, to secure your ticket(s).  Payment may 
be mailed to or dropped off at Salem Lutheran Church.  Please make checks payable to: Salem 
Lutheran Church and write “Joshua Event” in the memo field. 
 
Please see Laurel Kluck or Paul Miller with any questions. 
 
Please visit Sight and Sound Theater’s website (https://www.sight-sound.com) for a  
description of this amazing production! 

Ephrata Concert Band 
 
Ephrata Community Concert Band will perform concerts on Sundays – June 28, July 12, and 
July 26.  These concerts will be held at 7 o’clock in the Tom Grater Park and in the event of 
inclement weather will be moved to the Ephrata Rec Center.  People are encouraged to bring 
lawn chairs. 
 
Several members of Salem are involved in these programs.  Come out to enjoy a wonderful  
musical event! 

https://www.sight-sound.com
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Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you very much for acknowledging the 70 
years (was it really that many?) that Edie and I 
spent serving on Altar Care.  I really enjoyed 
everything that we did. 
Thank you for the lovely flowers. 
I LOVE getting flowers. 
 
Judy Kauffman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the date 
Chili Cook Off 

 
Sunday, October 4  
Following worship 

Medical Equipment Available 
 

Just a reminder that Salem has medical 
equipment that is available to be  
borrowed.   
 
The following equipment is available: 
~walkers with wheels 
~walker without wheels 
~shower chairs 
~shower bench 
~commode/toilet chairs 
 
To borrow any of the equipment, contact 
the church office, John Keller or  
Stephanie Frymyer.  

 
 
We are delighted to welcome Victoria Vidzicki as one of our 
newest members here at Salem.  Originally from Reading, 
PA, Victoria now resides in Ephrata with her mother and  
father and two older brothers.  Since she was 13, Victoria 
has enjoyed surrounding herself with children and is  
presently working at a daycare in the Lancaster area.  She plays pickleball and loves being  
outdoors while riding her bike, visiting parks, and finding new places for outside adventures.  
She is looking forward to joining a ministry here at Salem.  She is engaged to Evan Goodman 
and looking forward to the special event in 2027!  
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Dear Saints, 
 
“…contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.” Jude 1:3 
 
Back in 2019, while working on my Doctor of Ministry degree in Indiana, I came across the 
Minutes of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania from the mid-19th century. To my great surprise, I 
found a letter of request from the residents of New Ephrata (the name of the community  
before it became Lincoln and later Ephrata). In 1852, they asked the Ministerium to send them 
a preacher. 
 
A Sunday School had developed, and local Lutherans had begun meeting together. Their  
request grew out of those gatherings. This group of Christians on the west end of Ephrata did 
not want a Methodist, Baptist, or Mennonite preacher; they specifically wanted a Lutheran 
pastor. Why? Because they had become convinced that the Lutheran confession of the faith 
was the most faithful to Scripture and the apostolic teaching. Consequently, they took the 
time to write a formal letter asking for a missionary preacher to start a church in New  
Ephrata. Although the first candidates suggested by the president of the Ministerium were 
not the right fit, eventually a faithful pastor arrived to bring the Word of God to those  
pioneering saints. 
 
Since then, Salem Church has stood firm as a Lutheran congregation in this part of the world. 
Generation after generation, people have given their entire lives to this church, offering 
thanks to God for the blessings of salvation we have in Jesus Christ. This is the kind of  
devotion we read of in Hebrews 13—a “sacrifice of praise.” 
 
The saints at Salem have sacrificed to keep the lights on, maintain the roof, and ensure that a 
Gospel preacher stands in the pulpit and at the altar. When we consider that rich legacy, we 
are filled with gratitude. As the inheritors of their sacrifice, we desire to carry that same 
faithfulness forward to generations yet to come. 
  
St. Jude’s urgent warning applies directly to us in 2026: we are called to “contend for the faith 
that was once for all delivered to the saints.” 
 
This is what we will do as a church of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is my sincere hope that by 
God’s grace, Salem Church will continue to be a beacon of Biblical fidelity and Gospel hope in 
Ephrata for many generations to come. 
 
Contend for the faith, dear saints. Stand firm in God’s Word. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Bible Study 
Sundays 9:00 AM in the Chapel 

 

14 June 2026 - 5 July 2026 Summer Break  
12 July 2026 Introduction to Lutheran Hymnody with Jim Kimmel  
19 July 2026 Introduction to Revelation  
26 July 2026 Revelation Chapter 1-2  
2 August 2026 Revelation Chapter 3 

We have a commemoration in July St. Birgitta of Sweden (1373). We will remember her at 
the Divine Service on Thursday 23 July 2026 at 7:00 PM.  
 

 
 

Our other commemoration, St. Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, (1153) will take place on  
Thursday 20 August 2026 at 7:00 PM.   
 

 

Almighty God, you gave to your servant Birgitta a vision of your kingdom and a passion for 
the renewal of your church. Grant that we, being inspired by her example of prayer and  
service, may walk in the path of your truth and bear fruit that brings glory to your name; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen." 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8 ("I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no 
god.") 
Psalm: Psalm 86:11-17 ("Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth.") 
Second Reading: Romans 8:26-30 ("Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness...") 
Gospel: Matthew 13:16-23 (The Parable of the Sower, focusing on the seed that falls on 
good soil and bears fruit.) 
 
Color of the day is White 

O God, by whose grace your servant Bernard of Clairvaux, kindled with the flame of your 
love, became a burning and a shining light in your church: Grant that we also may be aflame 
with the spirit of love and discipline and walk before you as children of light; through  
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 
 
First Reading: Song of Solomon 2:10-13, 8:6-7 (Highlighting Christ's love) 
Psalm: Psalm 119:9-16 (Delighting in the Word) 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (Christ as wisdom and power) 
Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 (The cost of discipleship) [1, 2, 3, 4] 
 
Color of the day: White 

https://www.google.com/search?q=psalm+119:9-16&kgmid=/hkb/Cg4KCGxhbmd1YWdlEgJlbgoMCgR0eXBlEgRCT09LCh0KC2VudGl0eV9uYW1lEg5wc2FsbSAxMTk6OS0xNg%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiIlvbCkIyVAxUznokEHa7LABAQ3egRegoIAggACAEIERAE
https://www.google.com/search?q=1+corinthians+1:18-31&kgmid=/hkb/Cg4KCGxhbmd1YWdlEgJlbgoMCgR0eXBlEgRCT09LCiQKC2VudGl0eV9uYW1lEhUxIGNvcmludGhpYW5zIDE6MTgtMzE%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiIlvbCkIyVAxUznokEHa7LABAQ3egRegoIAggACAEIERAH
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Managing Motherhood 
 

Needs for Managing Motherhood: 
• Diapers size 4; Pull ups 4T-5T, 5T-6T boys and girls 
• Baby wipes 
• Sanitary pads, regular and super 
• Tampons, regular 
 
A HUGE thank you to everyone who donates time, money, and hygiene items to Managing  
Motherhood! Some things to keep in mind about donations: 
 
1. If you are out shopping and see a good bargain on any of the supplies we distribute       
(shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, body wash, bar soap, baby wash, baby wipes, or feminine  
hygiene products,) go ahead and buy them even if you didn’t see that item listed in any of the 
current month’s bulletins. Usually, we just list the items we are most in need of, but we can use 
anything on the supply list sooner or later. 
 
2. We give away children’s books and thanks to some elementary teachers, we have plenty of 
picture books and books for beginning and older readers. What we run low on constantly are 
board books because most of the children accompanying parents on MM Saturdays are  
toddlers. If you are at book sales or thrift shops and see board books, we can always use them! 
 
3. Families like to browse our miscellaneous giveaway tables while waiting for their supply  
requests to be filled. If you are getting rid of household items, toys, games, puzzles etc, we 
can put them out for a few sessions, and if they aren’t taken, we will take them to ReUzit.  
 
4. If you are cleaning out used greeting cards, scrapbooking paper, calendars, or cancelled 
stamps, Connie uses them to make new cards and all the proceeds from selling the cards at 
craft shows go to Managing Motherhood. 
 
All donations (except $) can be dropped off in the nursery.  
 
Thanks again for your continued support of Salem’s Managing Motherhood mission! 

Salem Men’s Breakfast 
 

Thank you to all the men who joined us for our recent breakfast at Gus’s Keystone Family 
Restaurant! We enjoyed a wonderful time of camaraderie and fellowship. Based on feedback 
from the group, Salem Men’s Breakfast will now be held QUARTERLY on the second Saturday 
of each planned month.  
 
Our next gathering is scheduled for Saturday, September 12, so please mark your calendars 
and plan to join us. Details regarding the time and location will be shared closer to the date. 
If you have comments or questions, please contact Paul Miller. 
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July 5 

Pentecost 6 

12 

Pentecost 7 

19 

Pentecost 8 

26 

Pentecost 9 

Greeter Ed and Eddie 
Adams 

John and Dina 
Keller 

Shirley Wise 
Sally Steffy 

Rod and Margie 
Orth 

Acolyte John Keller Madison  
Kimmel 

Ruth Ulrich Nicholas 
Keller 

Usher Evan Goodman Faith Shiffer Stephen 
Shiffer 

Peter Shiffer 

Lector Connie Kirby Connie Kirby Connie Kirby Connie Kirby 

Communion  

Assistant 

Jerry Ulrich Peter Shiffer Zach Fetter Dale Martin 

Altar Care 

Set up 

Donna Miller John and Dina 
Keller 

John and Dina 
Keller 

John and Dina 
Keller 

Altar Care 

Clean up 

Donna Miller John and Dina 
Keller 

John and Dina 
Keller 

John and Dina 
Keller 

August 2 

Pentecost 10 

9 

Pentecost 11 

16 

Pentecost 12 

23 

Pentecost 13 

30 

Pentecost 14 

Greeter Jim and Cindy 
Sutton 

    

Acolyte Chuck Rapp Dan  

Kiskaddon 

Noah Keller John Keller Ruth Ulrich 

Usher      

Lector Zach Fetter Jim Kimmel Paul Miller Paul Miller Zach Fetter 

Communion  

Assistant 

Jim Sutton Jim Kimmel Stephen 
Shiffer 

Kristi Lech Faith Shiffer 

Altar Care 

Set up 

     

Altar Care 

Clean up 

     

Worship Participants 
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Come Worship the Lord 
10:00 AM Holy Communion 

The Day and Liturgy The Lessons 

July 5 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Zechariah 9:9-12; Psalm 145:8-14 

Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

July 12 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 55:10-13; Psalm 65:(1-8) 9-13 

Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

July 19 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 44:6-8; Psalm 86:11-17 

Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

July 26 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 3:5-12; Psalm 119:129-136 

Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

The Day and Liturgy The Lessons 

August 2 

10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 55:1-5; Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21 

August 9 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 19:9-18; Psalm 85:8-13 

Romans 10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33  

August 16 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Psalm 67 

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15:21-28 

August 23 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138 

Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20 

August 30 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 15:15-21; Psalm 26:1-8 

Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28 

Thursday Worship 7:00 PM in the chapel  

July 2    August 6 

July 9  August 13 

July 16   August 20  St. Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux 

July 23  St. Birgitta of Sweden August 27 

July 30  
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Diane Morris, Jerry 
Fleischmann, Paul 
Wechter, Marcia Spitler, 
Earl Wise, Tom Smith, 
Sheri Kiefer (Nadine 
Carpenter's Niece), Paul 
Houchin (relative of Judy 
Kauffman) 

Birthdays 
July 

4 Lois Beck 
  
5  Fern Steininger 
  
6  Carole Maxwell 
  
11  Joyce Imhoff 
  
14  Jay Eshleman 
  
15 Amy Wilson 
 
16  Wanda Deininger 
  
17  Lisa Borry 
 
18 David Liggett 
 
23  Phyllis Eshleman 
  
27  Deb Lauderman 
  
28  Ted Maxwell 
  
August 
1  Elias Morris 
 
3  Connie Kirby 
  
5  Michael Frymyer 
  
5 Kathy Kiskaddon 
  
7  Lucas Lombard 
 
12  Donna Miller 
 
18 Victoria Vidzicki 
 
20  Lorna Ravegum 
  
 
 

26 Gwen Lehman 
  
30 Tara Rapp 
 
 31 Evan Goodman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anniversaries 
 
July 
27 Charlie and Ruth Winters 
29 John and Connie Kirby 
31 Nick and Hillary Lombard 
 
August 
2  Mike and Stephanie 
 Frymyer 
11 Don and Sally Steffy 
19 Michael and Annie Flaud 
23  Randy and Beth Wanner 
25  Ted and Carole Maxwell  

 
Community Hive (EASS) summer needs:  
 
Collection box is located in the basket in the east lobby. 
Thank you for your donations.  
• Toilet paper 
• Paper towels 
• Tissues  
• Small containers of laundry detergent  
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Present: Pastor Goodman, M. Herr, J. Keller, B. Kimmel, L. Kluck, P. Miller, D. Millhouse,  
C. Rapp, P. Shiffer, J. Sutton, P. Wechter  
 
Absent: S. Frymyer, N. Lombard  
 
Devotions: C. Rapp  
 
Motion to accept the minutes for the May 5, council meeting by L. Kluck, seconded by  
P. Miller, motion carried.  
 
Motion to accept the treasurer's report by M. Herr, seconded by P. Wechter, motion carried.  
 
Pastor's report on file.  
 
Committee reports on file  
Wicky Barnes will fill in pastoral coverage on August 6.  
Noah Keller has resigned as Children and Youth Missioner.  
Repair on the front step is finished.  
 
Motion made to accept recommended Benevolent Grants by P. Wechter, seconded by L. Kluck  
$750 - Ephrata Area Social Services  
$750 - Luther Care  
$1000 – Mountaineers Table  
$250 Unlocked Closet (ECOB) 
 
Unfinished Business  
Updated insurance package through Brotherhood Mutual Insurance.  
J. Kimmel looking into grant for AED replacement.  
Medical equipment inventory and sign-up sheet available through the secretary.  
 
New Business  
Sexton vacation July 18 –July 26, Mike Herr will cover this week.  
Motion from J. Sutton and second from P. Wechter to accept Bill & Wendy Young’s                
membership transfer from Trinity Lutheran Church, pending a letter of transfer.  
No council meeting in July. Next council meeting on August 4.  
 
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Diane Millhouse, Secretary 

Salem Lutheran Church 
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 2, 2026  
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New Fellowship Space 
  
Salem has a new space for fellowship! The yet-to-be-named “Living 
Room” in Room 7 is now available for use by the congregation. This 
comfortable space is ideal for fellowship gatherings, Bible and book 
study groups, meetings, other activities, or simply sitting and visiting 
together. The room features a coffee and tea bar with a beverage  
refrigerator, a large-screen TV with DVD player and internet  
connection for streaming programs, and comfortable seating. The 

room may be reserved by contacting the church office (office@salemephrata.org;  
717-733-6646) and may also be used any time activities are not already scheduled. Guidelines 
for use are posted in the room and provided below to help keep it an inviting and useful space 
for everyone. Many thanks to Sharon Goodman, Donna Miller, and Dina Keller for making this 
project a reality! 

mailto:office@salemephrata.org

