Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church

December 2022

Saturday 24 Dec 2022 Christmas Eve Divine Service 4:00 PM
Sunday 25 Dec 2022 Christmas Day Divine Service 9:30AM
Mid-week Divine Service 29 December 2022 7:00 PM
Sunday 1 Jan 2023 The Holy Name of Jesus,
Service of Lessons and Carols 10:00 AM
Mid-week Divine Service 5 January 2023 7:00 PM
Friday 6 Jan 2023 Epiphany Divine Service 7:00PM

Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ephrata will hold
its annual meeting on Sunday, December 11 following the
9:30 AM worship service. We will worship and then
conduct our business at about 10:30 AM.
The agenda includes:
• Nominations and elections to the Church Council
(The following members will be considered: Eddie Adams, Dan Jorgenson, Jim Sutton,
Jerry Ulrich)
• Adoption of the 2023 Church budget
• Other business (as needed)
The annual meeting is open to all active members of the congregation. Your attendance and
participation is appreciated.

Dear Saints,
Advent season is nearly upon us. Beginning on Sunday 27
November and running to the afternoon of Christmas Eve 24
December we will move through the four-week season of Advent together. The fact is these
four Sundays can seem awfully strange to our guests and even ourselves. Why? Advent is the
season of preparation for Christmas. For most of the world there is no such thing as Advent.
There is no restraint, reflection or preparation, it’s an all-out consumer Christmas from even
before Thanksgiving. I don’t know about you, but I’m just not into that anymore (if I ever was).
I want the ancient Faith of our forefathers. I want the faithful church and her practices that
stretch back to the early church. Advent is that. It’s been around a long time and it is an
invitation to each of us to slow down and consider why our Lord Christ needed to come to us
and save us. It is, as every day is, a time for repentance. Now, of course you are free in Christ!
There is nothing wrong with singing Christmas carols or enjoying Christmas parties. I want to
invite you, however, to take some time during Advent to read the scriptures, especially the Old
Testament prophecies that look with eagerness to the coming of the Messiah (for example:
Isaiah 7: 10-14; Isaiah 35: 1-10; Isaiah 40: 1-11; 2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16; Micah 5: 2-5; Zephaniah
3: 14-20). It is this eagerness and expectation that mark the season of Advent as we await the
coming of our Saviour Jesus. Reading these passages point us to what is to come. In addition to
spending time with scripture I also want to invite you to consider fasting. As our Small
Catechism lays out for us, “Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training.”
Traditionally the day of fasting is Friday, the day our Lord’s passion and crucifixion.
Meditating on that during the day, while the whole world is gorging on cookies and drink may
give you a different perspective on things as we approach Christmas. To engage in these things
during Advent is to be peculiar in the eyes of the world. Of course, we are good with that
because we know our true homeland and our true King.
Finally, the great celebration of the Incarnation of our Lord Christ will be celebrated over
the entire weekend of the 24th and 25th of December. Saturday will be Christmas Eve at 4:00
PM. This will be the full Divine Service with candlelight and Stille Nacht (Silent Night). We will
gather, as we have now for many years, on Christmas Day morning at 9:30 AM for a Festival
Divine Service. On New Year’s Day (Remember we will meet at 10:00 AM) we will
commemorate the Holy Name of Jesus (this is the eighth day after our Lord’s birth and the
day of his circumcision and the first shedding of his blood) with a service of Nine Lessons and
Carols. If you like to sing Christmas Carols this is your service! The Christmas Season
Concludes on Friday 6 January 2023 at 7:00PM on Epiphany (Heilige Drei Könige Tag) with the
Divine Service. This is also my Oma’s (Elizabeth Matthews) 93rd birthday! Happy Birthday
Grammie!
Well dear friends we have a wonderful Advent and Christmas journey ahead of us. We go
together. If you cannot get to church for the many services between 27 November and 6
January 2023 let me know. I will bring the Word and the Sacrament to you. To those who have
not been to the Divine Service for some time, consider this to be your invitation to come back
and rejoin us on our way with our Lord Christ. As our Lord says to his disciples in the gospels,
“Arise, let us be on our way.”
God bless you and keep you dear Saints of the Lord,
Jeffrey Goodman, Pastor
PS- Fröhliche Weihnachten euch allen! Merry Christmas to you all!
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The Social Ministry Committee will again be having a
Christmas card shower for members unable to worship
with us. This will begin on Sunday, November 27 and
continue until Sunday, December 18.
If you are unable to attend church and cannot bring
the cards, please consider mailing Christmas cards to our
members on the list included in bulletins. Contact the
office if you need a list of the names.
Please do not seal the envelopes as this is difficult for
some of our members to open.
Any members who would like to help deliver the cards,
please call Betty Zimmerman or Judy Kauffman.

Due date for the January newsletter
is December 18.
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Come Worship the Lord
9:30 AM Holy Communion

The Day and Liturgy

The Lessons

December 4
Second Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

December 11
Third Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10
James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11

December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25

December 25
Christmas Day

Thursdays 7:00 PM
Holy Communion
December 1
December 8

Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14

Beginning January 1, 2023
Worship will begin at 10:00 AM
Beginning January 8, 2023
Sunday School will begin at 9:00 AM

December 15
December 22
December 29
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Salem Lutheran Church
join us at

Dutch Apple Dinner Theater
510 Centerville Rd., Lancaster, PA

Saturday – March 18, 2023
Sister Act – a musical comedy

Based on the musical comedy movie, Sister Act tells the story of Deloris Van Cartier, a disco
diva, whose life takes an unexpected turn after witnessing a murder and the cops hide her in
the last place anyone would think to look - a convent! Here, Deloris helps the sisters find
their voices as she rediscovers her own. A sparkling tribute to the universal power of
friendship, Sister Act is a reason to rejoice!

11:30 AM – buffet lunch
1:00 PM – show
Everyone must provide their own transportation. Carpooling can be arranged.
Cost: $69 – adult
$29 – students (ages 13-18)
$24 – students (ages 3-12)
*Cost includes meal, show, tax & gratuity

Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
Phone _______________________Email __________________________________
Adults

@ $69

=

Students (ages 13-18) @ $29

=

Students (ages 3-12) @ $24

=

Checks should be made payable to Salem Lutheran Church.
Deadline: February 5
Reservations with payment should be mailed to Jim Kimmel
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Come One-Come All to Salem Lutheran Church's
Christmas Open House!
When: Sunday, December 18, from 6:00-7:00 PM
What: An early informal celebration of Christmas with
fellowship, cookies, decorations, and music
Where: Salem Lutheran Church
1331 W. Main St., Ephrata, PA
Please invite your family and friends to celebrate Christmas
with us at this festive event!

Managing Motherhood
We are in need of the following items:
Diapers- size Newborn, 3,4,5,6
Pull ups- size 2T-3T, 3T-4T and 4T-5T
Baby wash/shampoo
Baby wipes
Shampoo
Conditioner
Body wash
Sanitary napkins– light and regular
Deodorant
Many thanks to everyone who donates and/or helps distribute these essential items!

Presented by: __________________________________
In Honor of: ___________________________________
In Memory of: _________________________________
______ Poinsettias @ $8.00

$___________

If you would like to place a poinsettia in church in celebration of the birth of the Christ
Child, please fill out this form by Sunday, November 27. The cost is $8.00 per plant. Place
the form and payment in an envelope and place in the offering plate or mail it to the
church. You are asked to take your poinsettias with you after the service on Sunday,
December 25.
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Food Donations
Ephrata Area Social Services (EASS) December needs:
•

Canned corn

•

Instant potatoes

•

Bars of soap

Collection box is located in narthex and basket in east lobby. Thank you for your donations.

Social Ministry Committee
One of the ministries of the Social Ministry Committee is to
provide meals to individuals or families who have experienced
illness, hospitalization, a death in the family or who have had a
baby. We like to provide two or three meals.
We need people who are willing to provide a meal, either home
cooked or purchased at a restaurant or grocery store. If you are
willing to do so, please call Cindy Sutton. Please leave a message if
Cindy doesn’t answer.
If you agreed to help before, please volunteer again because we are starting a new list.
Thank you very much.

Ladies, we will be meeting at Udder Choice, 1812 West Main
St., Ephrata on Tuesday, December 13th at noon.
As before, each person is responsible for the cost of their
meal.

A sign up sheet is on the table in the Narthex until
Sunday, December 11th. Please join us for this fellowship!
Any questions? Call Carol Landis.
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Facility Users

Blood Bank
The local donation center is located at
Ephrata Diagnostic Center,
446 North Reading Rd., Ephrata.
Call 733-3200 for an appointment.
The hours are as follows:
Monday: 8 AM—5 PM
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday:
12:15 PM—8:45 PM
Saturday: 8 AM—12 PM
Friday and Sunday: CLOSED
Please consider helping in this extremely important
endeavor.

It is time to complete your
“Facility Forms” for 2023.
If you meet from January
through December, you
need to fill out a form now.
Please do this as soon as
possible so that we can get
the new schedule on the
calendar.
If you have any
questions, call the office,
717-733-6646.

Thank you so much for the sympathy cards, for the prayers, and for the messages of
condolence we received upon the recent passing of my mother, Harriet Garber.
A special thank you also for the beautifully crafted pottery mug, for the pottery
candleholder and candle, and for the lovely handmade card, all of which were so kindly
delivered to our home by Pastor Jeff! We are so grateful for your love and support during
this time of grief. Thank you for thinking of us and for keeping us in your prayers!
God bless you all,
Cindy and Phil Kauffman
Thanks for all the special cards that Shirley Wise and a friend brought to me after their
friendly visit. I enjoyed reading the cards. I’m inviting you to come visit me at Luther Acres,
Pastor Jeff and his family too. It’s something I no longer can do.
Love and thanks to all
Norine Effie Myer
Thank you to Pastor and my Salem family and friends for cards, calls of concern and especially
all the prayers. The prayers I feel got me through all this, along with great doctors and
nurses. I am truly blessed.
Thank you to all who filled in taking care of Altar Care. I will see the surgeon on Wednesday,
November 16, have been cleared with PT, OC and nurses. Will start cardio rehab November
29th three times a week for seven weeks. I plan to be back and starting to boss again.
Thank you all,
Edie Sweigart
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Give Your Heart This Christmas
Once again, Salem’s Social
Ministry Committee is
helping to share God’s love
during the holiday season by
participating in the EASS
Holiday Exchange Program.
As in the past, we will be
adopting either two small
families or one large family.
The committee is asking for
your help and generosity by
choosing a child and
purchasing a gift on that
child’s wish list.
Beginning on Sunday,
November 27, a table will be
set up outside the
secretary’s office with a
small Christmas tree on it.
There will be numerous paper
hearts on the tree depicting
the child’s first name, his/
her age, and the gift he/she
is wishing for this Christmas.
Please choose a heart,
purchase the requested
present, wrap it, attach the
paper heart on the top of the
wrapped gift (with the
child’s name showing), and
place it under the tree no
later than Sunday,
December 18th.

If you are unable to
attend church, gifts may be
brought to Salem mornings
between 8:30 AM to 12:30
PM. Please place the gift
under the tree.
If any member would
like to purchase a gift but
cannot shop or order online,
please call Cindy Sutton for
assistance.
Please note: Next to
the tree, there will be a list
of the children’s names
followed by blank lines.
Upon selecting your heart,
PLEASE also write your
name on a line next to the
name of the child you have
chosen. This will help us to
keep accurate records and
thus ensure that all of the
gifts will be received by the
deadline.

certificates to Martin’s
Country Markets for their
holiday dinners.
Please help us to brighten
up a family’s holiday season
this year. Give a gift as God
has shared so many gifts with
us. If you have any questions
about this program, please
contact Betty Zimmerman or
Judy Kauffman.

In addition to the
presents from Salem
members, our adopted
families will receive
comforters made by Salem
members and gift

A Volunteer Opportunity…

In accordance with the Lincoln Cemetery Assn. By-Laws, Salem must provide three members
to its Board of Directors. Deb Hansell and Perry Wechter are current Board members from
Salem. A third Board member is needed.
The Board meets quarterly on the second Thursday of January, April, July and
October. Meetings are held in the newly constructed building at the cemetery. Board
members are also expected to participate in 2 or 3 work sessions per year to do weeding,
mulching, trimming bushes and/or raking leaves.
If you would like to volunteer or want additional information, please contact Deb Hansell or
Perry Wechter.
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21 Nick Keller

23 Daisy Kuhfeldt
25 Steve Shiffer
26 Nancy Forry

Birthdays
2

Marlene Haines

4

Edie Sweigart

4

Dorie Gentzler

Anniversaries
3 Mark and Connie Ditzler
6

Jay and Sylvia Boyer

Marlene Haines, Joyce
Imhoff, Daisy Kuhfeldt,
Diane Morris, Betty
Stemplinger, Edie Sweigart,
Gary Winters (Charlie
Winters’ brother)

12 Joyce Doster

Engaged in Mission

14 Sonnie Eberly

Last year we reorganized our
mission committees at Salem
Church. Each Committee has
an assigned mission to carry
out in order for our entire
church to be in mission on
the west end of Ephrata.
Remember, God has placed us
at this address for a
purpose.

14 Mark Ditzler
17 David Linn
18 Deb Steffy
18 John Keller
20 Barb Doster

Offering envelopes
2023 Offering Envelopes will be available for pickup beginning
Sunday, December 4, 2022.

Please stop by the Church office during the hours of 8:30am
to 12:30pm, or when attending the Thursday evening or
Sunday morning service.
If you are willing to deliver an envelope packet to a shut-in it
would be appreciated as it costs approximately $6 to mail a
packet.
Also, if you wish to continue receiving The Living Lutheran,
please use the designated envelope to pay for it.
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In order for us to carry out
that mission, we need each
member who is able to be
engaged. The Engaged in
Mission sign up table will be
located in the lobby in
January 2023. Current
members for each committee
will be listed. If you do not
want to serve another year,
simply cross your name off
(and hopefully sign up for
another committee). If you
are interested in serving and
did not serve last year, this
is your chance to get
onboard!
Each committee's mission
profile is on the sign up
sheet. Read it over and sign
up. Committees will begin
meeting regularly in February
2023.

Salem Lutheran Church

Church Council Minutes
November 9, 2022
Present: B. Lauderman, D. Martin, D. Kluck, P. Wechter, D. Millhouse, J. Kauffman,
S. Frymyer, J. Keller, M. Ditzler, Pastor Goodman, N. Lombard
Pastor Goodman opened the meeting with prayer.
Motion to accept the minutes of the October meeting: D. Martin; second: J. Keller.
Motion carried.
Motion to accept the October Treasurer’s report: B. Lauderman; second: P. Wechter.
Motion carried.
Pastor’s report: on file.
John Keller had a report from the Building Oversight Committee. Shaeffer Property
Maintenance has been hired to remove snow. The committee has been talking about painting
the lobby and both hallways off the lobby. ELM Painting has given an estimate of $785.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
No one has volunteered to serve on the cemetery board.
There are cards available for members to give to someone who does not belong to a church
and who might be a potential member.
NEW BUSINESS
A.Nominees for Church Council are: Eddie Adams, Dan Jorgenson, Jim Sutton and Jerry
Ulrich.
B.Budget: Motion to make the pay raise for 3 employees 3.5%: D. Martin; second:
P. Wechter. Dale withdrew the motion. Motion to make the pay raise 5% for Pastor Goodman
and 3.5% for the rest of the staff: D. Martin; second: M. Ditzler. Motion carried. Motion to
accept the amended pay change and to present the budget to the congregation: D. Martin;
second:
B. Lauderman. Motion carried.
C.The annual meeting will be held on Sunday, December 11 following the 9:30 service.
D. Pastor Goodman had copies of the revised Council Handbook and asked members to look it
over and give him any input.
There being no other business Council members prayed the Lord’s Prayer and the meeting was
adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Kauffman, secretary
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