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P for Pastor’s part of the Liturgy

C for Congregation’s part of the Liturgy
*  Those who are able, are asked to stand.
+ A time one may use the sign of the cross.

LBW = Lutheran Book of Worship (Green Book)
WOV = With One Voice (Blue Book)

GATHERING

This morning we celebrate the feast of the Presentation of our Lord in the temple
at Jerusalem. Ancient Jewish law required that, following the birth of a firstborn
male child, the mother must come to the temple after 40 days for purification and for
presentation of the child to the Lord.

The presentation of Mary's child, however, was different from most. This was the
Christ Child, Jesus, the Savior, the Messiah who had been promised. And he was
recognized as such by the old prophet Simeon, who knew that this child was "a light
for revelation to all nations." Thus the image of light carries an important part in
today's service.

To mark this particular feast, the ancient tradition calls for the blessing of candles
to be used during the year.

THE FIRST PRELUDE “Praise to the Father” Gounod/Wells
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE SECOND PRELUDE “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” Howell

Hand candles are lit
INVOCATION AND EXHORTATION

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

P Forty days ago we celebrated the joyful feast of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Today we recall the holy day on which he was presented in the temple, fulfilling the
law of Moses and at the same time going to meet his faithful people. Led by the
Spirit, Simeon and Anna came to the temple, recognized Christ as their Lord, and
proclaimed him with joy. United by the Spirit, may we now go to the house of God to
welcome Christ the Lord. There we shall recognize him in the breaking of bread until
he comes again in glory.
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Let us pray.

God our Father, source of all light, today you revealed to Simeon your Light of
revelation to the nations. Bless + these candles and make them holy, that we who
observe their light in your temple may come with joy to the light of glory. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P Let us go forth in peace to meet the Lord.
* THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN “In His Temple Now Behold Him”  (insert)

P Christ is the light of the nations:
C And the glory of Israel his people.

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

* THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, for you have sent us your salvation. Inspire us by
your Holy Spirit to see with our own eyes him who is the glory of Israel and the light
for all nations, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

Hand candles are extinguished.
THE WORD

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 1:21-28

?! The man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the LoRD the yearly sacrifice
and to pay his vow. > But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, “As soon
as the child is weaned, I will bring him, so that he may appear in the presence of

the Lorp and dwell there forever.” » Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do what
seems best to you; wait until you have weaned him; only, may the LorD establish his
word.” So the woman remained and nursed her son until she weaned him. ?* And when
she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an
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ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the house of the LorD at
Shiloh. And the child was young. ** Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought
the child to Eli. *® And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman
who was standing here in your presence, praying to the LORD. " For this child I
prayed, and the LorD has granted me my petition that I made to him. 28 Therefore I
have lent him to the LorD. As long as he lives, he is lent to the LorD.” And he
worshiped the Lorb there. (ESV)

L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

The Psalm will be read responsively
PSALM: Psalm 84

'"How dear to me is your dwelling,
_ O Lorp of hosts!
"My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
*Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her
young,
by the side of your altars, O Lorp of hosts, my king and my God.
‘Happy are they who dwell in your house!
~ They will always be praising you.
"Happy are the people whose strength is in you,
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.
*Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
"They will climb from height to height,
and the God of gods will be seen in Zion.
"Lorp God of hosts, hear my prayer;
_ give ear, O God of Jacob.
’Behold our defender, O God;
_and look upon the face of your anointed.
""For one day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God than dwell in
the tents of the wicked.
""For the Lorp God is both sun and shield, bestowing grace and glory;
no good thing will the Lorp withhold from those who walk with integrity.
"0 Lorp of hosts,
happy are they who put their trust in you!
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SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 2:14-18

' Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook
of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power
of death, that is, the devil, '* and deliver all those who through fear of death were
subject to lifelong slavery. ' For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the
offspring of Abraham. '” Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every
respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. '® For because he himself has
suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. (ESV)

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

* THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory”
sing verses 1, 2 (see insert)

* GOSPEL
P THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the
Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord”) *and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a
pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” > Now there was a man in Jerusalem,
whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. *® And it had been revealed
to him b;r the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's
Christ. 2’ And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the garents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 8 he took him up
in his arms and blessed God and said,

2«1 ord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,

according to your word;
3 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, '

and for glory to your people Israel.”
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33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. ** And
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this ch11d Is appointed
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed * (and a sword
will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed.”

3¢ And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when
she was a virgin, >’ and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart
from the temple, worshiping with fastmg and prayer night and day. * And coming
up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who
were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. .

3 And when they had performed everything accordin; to the Law of the Lord, they
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. ** And the child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. (ESV)

P The Gospel of the Lord.
“Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory” sing verse 3 (see insert)
THE SERMON

* THE HYMN OF THE DAY “O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” LBW # 339
(Green book)
* THE NICENE CREED

C We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
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he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

* THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
* THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

THE ORGAN OFFERTORY “No. 11 in E minor” Herbek
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* THE OFFERTORY PRAYER WOV P. 35

P Merciful Father,

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL
* WORDS OF INSTITUTION LBW P. 88
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* THE PREFACE

P Itis indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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WOV P. 36

“Holy, Holy, Holy”
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* HOLY COMMUNION

P

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God;

you are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,

that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will

and accomplished our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving Passion and death,

his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come
again,

we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought, but as we are able;

and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving,
and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine;

that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son

may be filled with heavenly peace and joy,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and
body, and have our portion with all your saints.

All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church, now and forever.

C Amen
* THE LORD’S PRAYER WOV P. 39
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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* FRACTION

* THE COMMUNION CANTICLE “Lamb of God” WOV P. 39
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All are welcome to receive the Lord’s Body and Blood who are baptized and believe
that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is truly present in, with and under the forms of
bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. Please note: receiving
in one kind (only the body or only the blood) is a full Holy Communion.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup” WOV # 706
“One Bread, One Body” WOV # 710
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* THE COMMUNION BLESSING WOV P. 40

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C Amen

* THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE “Thankful hearts” WOV P. 40
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* THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER LBW P. 74

P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

* THE BENEDICTION LBW P. 95
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen (Sing in a three fold Amen)

* THE CLOSING HYMN “We Are Marching in the Light of God ” WOV # 650

We are marching ... (Blue book)
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...
* SPECIAL MUSIC “Go Ye Now in Peace” Joyce Ellers
Salem Choir
* THE DISMISSAL LBW P. 74

P Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God.

* POSTLUDE “Festal Postlude” Powell

Liturgy: Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23156.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Hymns reprinted under One License.net #4-714182.
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Keep in Your Prayers:

Sylvia Boyer, Wilma Eberly, Diane Morris, Lorna Ravegum, Ruth Winters, Noretta
Burke (family of Charles Kreutzberger), Keith Dussinger (friend of Mike Herr),
Beverly Flickinger (friend of Judy Kauffman), Jeff Kratz (family of Nathan and
Deb Hansell), Dale Manspeaker (Judy Kreutzberger’s brother), Karen McCuiston
(Diane Morris’ sister), Dave Musser (friend of Mike Herr), Dennis Rowe (friend of
Phil Kauffman), Katherine Calderon Smith (friend of Kreutzbergers), Jaime Rank
(family of Mark and Connie Ditzler), Tom and Joanna Ferguson (Judy Kauffman’s
cousins)

Bible study at 9 AM on Sundays and Sunday Lessons Preview on
Zoom at 7 PM on Wednesdays

5 February 2025 7:00 PM Sunday Lessons Preview (Zoom)

9 February 2025 9:00 AM Biblical Lessons on dealing with Grief

12 February 2025 7:00 PM Sunday Lessons Preview (Zoom)

16 February 2025 The Christian Funeral

19 February 2025 7:00 PM Sunday Lessons Preview (Zoom)

23 February 2025 9:00 AM The Christian Funeral

Souper Bowl February 9. We will be accepting soup and crackers for Ephrata
Area Social Services. Donations may be placed in the narthex.

"DC Cherry Blossom Cruise," bus trip. Join us on April 8th, for a cruise aboard
the Odyssey. A glass enclosed boat where you will experience Washington DC
landmarks from a different perspective. Enjoy a served lunch, on board DJ, and a
cash bar, as you drift along the Potomac River, passing iconic views like Old Town
Alexandria, the National Harbor, and the Washington Monument. All this while
enjoying the blossoming cherry trees. Cost: $181, per person. Leaves Elite Coach at
6:30am, returns approx. 6:45pm. Reservations are due February 18th. Any
questions, see Laurel or Stephanie.

Managing Motherhood
Body wash
Shampoo/conditioner
Baby wash

Wipes

Sanitary napkins regular
Pull ups 4T-5T for boys
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Worship Participants

Acolyte Noah Keller
Usher John Keller
Lector Faith Shiffer
Communion Assistant Deb Hansell
Altar care set up Edie Sweigart
clean up Stephanie and Mike Frymyer

This week at Salem

Today 11:15 AM Fellowship time MP

5:00 PM Choir party FH
Tuesday 7:00 PM Church Council MP
Wednesday 9:00 AM Comforter knotting MP

7:00 PM Zoom Sunday lessons preview
Thursday 7:00 PM Holy Communion

The Reverend Jeffrey H. Goodman, Pastor
Office: (717) 733-6646 (717) 725-0717 (cell)
Email: pastor@salemephrata.org
Church Email: office@salemephrata.org

Website: salemephrata.org

Theresa C. Lee, Organist

Michael Frymyer, Sexton

Jean Wilhelm, Secretary

Jerry Ulrich, Council President (jerryulrich@windstream.net)

Office Hours: Monday—Friday, 8:30 AM—12:30 PM
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